
 

 

 

S T .  T H O M A S  T H E  A P O S T L E  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
T O W E R    T A L K 

         June 12 and 13, 2010             

OUTREACH AT ST. THOMAS 
 

- HOST- 
Hospitality Outreach of St. Thomas  

Part of JoCo IHN - a ministry to homeless families 
 

JOCO IHN CRITICAL NEED 
In the past 7-10 days many of us received a note from JoCo 
IHN regarding a serious deficit in the budget and the need for 
donations. As with many charitable organizations, the IHN 
spring appeal netted less than anticipated. All the reasons why 
the response was less are exactly the reasons why the work of 
JoCo IHN is so important - to minister to situationally home-
less families right here in Johnson Co. 
 

This week St. Thomas will send a donation from our Outreach 
budget. We pray for the continued operation of IHN. We also 
ask that STA members consider making a donation to IHN, 
either by sending a check to JoCo IHN, 11503 Strang Line Rd 
Ste C, Olathe, KS 66062 or by writing a check to St. Thomas 
and marking JOCO IHN on the memo line. 
 

There will be an IHN  training for volunteers at St. Michael 
and All Angels Episcopal, 6630 Nall, Mission, KS on Thurs-
day, July 8, 6:30-9. Training sessions are open to anyone and 
all are welcome to attend. No RSVP required. 
 

- EPISCOPAL HUNGER RELIEF NETWORK - 
A Ministry of Episcopal Community Services 

 

ST. PAUL’S EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 
This past Saturday, June 5, was a busy day at the pantry.  
32 households were served with three new sign-ups. 
 

The pantry needs are: coffee—regular and INSTANT, liquid 
dishwashing soap, laundry detergent, oil, TOILET PAPER, 
personal hygiene products; and other bulk items to break 
down; we also need PAPER grocery bags.  
 

If you have questions about volunteering or donations, please 
contact Kim Palmer 816-807-4004 or 
kpalmer27@hotmail.com or 
kim.palmer.stpaulskck@gmail.com. 
 

——————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
The Christ Care Small Group Leadership Train-
ing class is planning a missional service pro-
ject.  We are collecting good, clean clothing for 
the St. Paul Thrift Store.  Details will follow 
soon but wanted you to have a "heads up" so 
that as you clean out your closets you will save 
the clothes for the drive.  If you have any ques-
tions, contact Katie Knoll Lenon at the church 
or Linda Bemis, 913-856-4689. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Renew 
July 11-15, 6-8:30 p.m. 

 

“Renew” revolves around caring for our 
Earth and each other.  We have an exciting 
opportunity to create a fun-filled week for 

kids with Bible stories, planting and  
recycled crafts!  

 

Registration forms are available on our 
website home page, or at church in Laura 

Wiltanger’s mailbox. 
 

ST. THOMAS YOUTH:  Will you be in 6th or 7th grade 
during the upcoming school year (2010-2011)? If so, we 
would like to invite you to help with Vacation Bible School 
this summer. We will need all kinds of volunteers, from assis-
tance with games to assisting group leaders. If you are inter-
ested and will be around during the week of July 11-15, 
please call Laura Taylor Wiltanger (302-1424).  College stu-
dents—you are invited, too! This is a great way to fulfill vol-
unteer hours. 
  

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  If you are free the 
week of July 11-15 in the evening from 6-8:30, please con-
sider assisting with Vacation Bible school. We are putting 
together a great team of people and want you on board as 
well! We are especially in need of adults to assist group lead-
ers (you would be working directly with our wonderful St. 
Thomas children). Call Laura Taylor Wiltanger (302-1424) if 
you are interested. 
  

Donations needed:   

There are green donation boxes at St. Thomas for items we 
will need for various projects. Please save the following: 
OATMEAL BOXES, CRAFT PAINT, SMALL-MEDIUM 
TERRA COTTA POTS (we will paint them so decorations 
are okay), SHOEBOXES.  This list will change weekly be-
tween now and 7/11! 

SUNDAY, JULY 4TH 
ONE SERVICE ONLY—10:00 a.m. 

Potluck picnic will follow.   
Children are invited to decorate bikes and wagons for a parade. 

 
Sunday Mornings 
9:50—10:40 a.m. 
Assembly Room 

 

Join us for Sunday Morning Adult Forum as Jack 
Swafford teaches on several interesting topics:  

“Creationism and Evolution, Are they Compatible?” 
and “The Three Kings of the Old Testament—Saul, 

David, and Solomon—Strengths and Weak-
nesses”  (June 20 and 27) 



 

 

This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday, 06/13/2010 
Jr.  Hi Summer Camp this week 
8:00 AM Praise Band Practice-nave 
8:45 AM Hoy Communion 
9:45 AM Choir Practice-nave loft 
9:50 AM Sunday School—all classrooms 
 Adult Forum—Asbly Rm 
10:45AM Holy Communion 
1:00 PM Eagle Scout Court of Honor-Nave 
2:00 PM Eagle Scout Court of Honor Reception-Asbly Rm 
6:00 PM    AA-Asbly Rm 
Monday, 06/14/2010  
1:30 PM Staff Mtg-Asbly Rm 
5:30 PM Yoga—Asbly Rm 
6:30 PM JCCC Singles-Asbly Rm 
Tuesday, 06/15/2010 
6:30 PM ChristCare Training-Asbly Rm 
7:00 PM Book Club-Rm 137 
Wednesday, 06/16/2010                
4:00 PM Children’s Choir-nave 
5:30 PM Yoga-Asbly Rm 
7:00 PM Praise Band Practice-nave 
8:00 PM Adult Choir-nave loft 
Thursday, 06/17/2010 
7:00 PM Long Range Planning Sub-Group-Rm 137 
Friday, 06/18/2010 
Rector’s Day Off 
7:00 PM Society for Creative Anachronism-Asbly Rm 
Saturday, 06/19/2010 
IHN Lobster Cookout—8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
9:30 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry-Rm 137 
5:30 PM Holy Communion 
 
For a listing of more dates, go online to the website 
(www.stthomasop.org) and click on “Calendar.” To add a mtg. or event 
to the calendar, contact Meribeth in the church office, 451-0512 or calen-
dar@stthomasop. org. 
 
Articles for “Tower Talk” are due by NOON EVERY 
MONDAY. Articles will only run for a duration of two weeks 
unless notified otherwise. Send info and articles to Meribeth by e-mail 
mrisebig@stthomasop.org, put a note in her box in the Communica-
tion Room, call her at 913-451-0512, or hand it to her directly. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Prayer Chain Requests 
For all prayer chain requests, please call Therese Greene, 913-338-
2952 or email - thgreene@everestkc.net; or Diane Monteen,  913-
268-7788 or dmonteen@hotmail.com. Include your phone number 
in case they have any questions. If you wish to be added to the 
prayer chain to receive prayer requests, call the church at 451-
0512. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Flowers on the Altar have been given  

to the Glory of God  by  
Kate Wall and David Boss in celebration of 

their wedding on June 12. 
 

Overland Park Fellowship AA and Alcoholics Anonymous 
who meet weekly at St. Thomas are celebrating anniversa‐
ries this month—42 yrs. for the OP Fellowship Group, and 

75 yrs. for Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
 

 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. Dean E. Wolfe, Bishop of the Diocese of Kansas; The Rev. Gar Demo, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Schmidt, and The Rev. Edwin Sisk, Associated 
Priests; The Rev. Barbara Adam, Deacon; Ann Clements, Director of Children’s Ministry; Dr. Beth Elswick, Director of Music Ministry; Katie Knoll Lenon, Direc-
tor of Youth Ministry and Small Groups; Anne Thompson, Director of Nursery; Meribeth Risebig, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 

The Vestry:  Sue Elliott, Senior Warden 913-302-2086; Bob Beeler, Junior Warden 913-239-8914; Deb McArthur, Clerk of the Vestry;  Brian Geary, Finance 
Chair; Kathy Townley, Treasurer; Emily Barnes; Judy Dutra; Brad Eldridge; Holly Farkes; Karen Leftwich; John McCall; Kim Palmer; Jeff Rapp; Jan Summers  

Reaching Out  
to the Community 
for Grades 6th -9th (Fall 2010) 
June 28-July 2, 7:30AM-5:30PM 
During this week the youth will have 
the opportunity to serve others in need 
in a safe and loving way. We also will 
enjoy various activities in the after-
noons like swimming, games, maybe 
going to the zoo and doing other fun 
things  around Kansas City. The cost 
will be $100 per student which covers 

transportation and most of the afternoon activities. Each person will 
bring a sack lunch with them everyday, and we will start and end each 
day at St. Thomas. For more information or registration packet please 
contact Katie Knoll Lenon at 913-451-0512. kklenon@stthomasop.org. 
 

Summer Camp Applications 
Summer Camp is just around the corner and is a great experience that 
you don’t want to miss!  For more information or to print off a registra-
tion form please visit www.episcopal-ks.org/youth. You can also find 
registration forms in the downstairs youth room. Scholarships are avail-
able, so please contact Katie Knoll Lenon for more information.   
Last week of camp is the Intermediate Session (Grades 3-5) June 
20-26. 
 

Summer Movie Sundays 
How about we take a break from the heat this summer and all catch a 
movie together now and then. We can meet together on a couple of 
Sundays in the months of June, July, and August. Sometimes we will 
meet at church to watch a movie and other times we will meet at the 
movie theatre. We will probably always go see a movie around 1pm or 
2pm in the afternoon. You can look forward to seeing movies like Toy 
Story 3 and Despicable Me in theatres. The dates for these Movie 
Sundays are June 20th, July 11th, July 25th, Aug 1st and Aug 15th.  I 
will keep you posted on times and places as we approach Movie Sun-
day. 

 

Missionpalooza 
Missionpalooza is a youth event for students in 8th through 12th grade 
this year.  It is an event put on by both the Diocese of Kansas and the 
Diocese of West Missouri.  We spend a week living out of St. Paul’s on 
the Missouri side and each day we go out to a work site of the youths’ 
choice. There are a lot of different choices like Habitat for Humanity, 
Wayside Waifs, Operation Breakthrough, and more. You can work 
with children, animals, the elderly, the homeless and hungry, or build-
ing and construction.  In the evening there are fun things to do like go 
to the pool or go to the plaza.  The food is often very good.  You will 
meet and make many new friends. The dates are July 13th-18th.  Cost 
and registration is coming soon. Scholarships available.  
 

Summer Camping Trip 
We thought we would end our summer this year with a weekend in the 
wilderness.  We are planning a camping trip to some places pretty close 
to St. Thomas.  This is for our youth in grades 6th-12th starting in the 
fall and for our graduated seniors before they head off to college. More 
information about this event, like location, cost, and what to bring, will 
be forthcoming. Mark your calendars for August 6th-8th.  
 

 

Asbly Rm =  
Assembly  Room 


